
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

February 2014 Montessori Update 

Call to Action: 

 
• Join PNMA! 

 

• Join WFIS! 

 

• Invite a policy 

maker to visit 

your school! 

 

More information 

within to help 

you help make a 

difference for 

Montessori in 

Washington! 

Individual 
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As educators we tend to 

get wrapped up in the 

day-to-day.  We work hard 

on everything from 

enrollment to updating 

works in practical life. It’s 

easy to get a little myopic. 

However, there is a lot 

happening RIGHT NOW 

both locally and nationally 

that impacts Montessori 

schools in the state. You 

cannot afford to not be 

involved. Licensing rules, 

universal pre-K, and the 

Montessori on the Move! 

 

Early Achievers: What You Need to Know 

 Washington’s Quality 

Rating Improvement 

System (QRIS), Early 

Achievers, is here and 

several Montessori 

schools are in the process 

or have already received 

their rating.  

As anticipated, Montessori 

schools are experiencing 

a significant disconnect 

between several pieces of 

the rating scales and the 

Montessori philosophy. 

PNMA and WFIS are 

working in Washington to 

help Early Achievers and 

Montessori schools work 

together. AMS and 

impact of Early Achievers 

are all at a point where 

our combined voice can 

make a difference. 

This newsletter will catch 

you up on what’s going 

on. Most importantly, it is 

a Call to Action!   

There are some simple 

things every Montessori 

school can do to help the 

cause and bring under-

standing and recognition 

to our method.  

Educators, innovators, 

neuroscientists, business 

leaders, and environ-

mentalists understand the 

power of a Montessori 

education. Our law 

makers need to under-

stand this as well and 

support the choice that 

thousands of families 

have already made. Read 

this update, check out the 

Call to Action, and get 

involved!  

AMI/USA started 

Montessori Forward.org, a 

clearing house of 

information on QRIS 

systems nationwide. Many 

of the articles in this 

newsletter have more 

details on this effort. 

If you are considering or 

already participating in 

Early Achievers there are 

issues you should 

consider. PNMA is 

working to gather and 

present information and 

resources at the Winter 

Forum on March 8th. 

Some issues being 

worked on include: 

 Drafts of the Early 

Learning Guide-lines 

Alignment and 

Statement of 

Philosophy for you to 

adapt for your school. 

 Acceptance of 

Montessori 

credentials for 

professional 

development points. 

 “What to Expect” 

when your Montessori 

environment is rated. 

Keep an eye out for more 

from PNMA to help you 

though the process. 
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Jerry Wing, 30+ year 

Montessori teacher, 

receives the 

Washington Federation 

of Independent School’s 

2013 Teacher of the 

Year Award! 

Washington Federation of 

Independent Schools 

(WFIS) is the well-

established lobbying 

group for independent 

schools in Washington 

State. Their work is not 

only on behalf of the K-12 

private school community, 

but early childhood 

schools as well. 

This year the WFIS board 

issued a directive to Suzie 

Hanson, Executive 

Director, to work on 

clarifying the Department 

of Early Learning 

Licensing rules for multi-

age programs, particularly 

students who could be 

seen as kindergarteners. 

This has been an issue for 

many Montessori schools, 

as our traditional early 

childhood classes include 

Washington Federation of Independent Schools 
works for Early Childhood Programs 

 

The Department of Early 

Learning held its first 

meeting of the Montessori 

Advisory Group on 

Monday, December 2, 

2013.  This group is 

invited to inform DEL 

about the particular needs 

of Montessori programs 

and to support 

collaboration for quality 

early childhood education.  

The particular focus of this 

group is to inform the 

development of an 

integrated professional 

DEL Montessori Advisory Group 

 

students in their third year. 

Some schools, depending 

on how their licensor 

interprets the rules, have 

had trouble obtaining and 

maintaining a DEL 

childcare license. 

WFIS is working with 

DEL right now to change 

licensing for early 

childhood from 2.5-5 

years to 2.5 to 6 years.  

WFIS is also bringing 

together Montessorians 

with leaders of other 

mission-driven early 

childcare programs to 

address the difficulties we 

have in working within the 

Early Achievers 

framework. Montessorians 

are not the only ones with 

friction between the 

program philosophy and 

the approach that the 

rating systems use in 

evaluating early childhood 

programs. 

What can you do? 

Become a member of 

WFIS!  

The cost of a year’s 

membership is less than 

an hour of work from a 

good lawyer. Dues for this 

school year are $4.80 per 

student with a base fee of 

$50. Schools of fewer 

than 50 students are $290 

per year and those in their 

first year of membership 

can join for one third for 

the first year and two 

thirds the second.  You 

can join for less than 

$100 this year and make 

your voice count! Click 

here to join. 

development system for 

Washington state. 

At this first meeting the 

group discussed aspects 

of Early Achievers and 

how they affect 

Montessori programs, 

particularly the CLASS 

and ECERS rating scales 

and the career lattice. 

Also brought up were 

some of the licensing 

issues experienced by 

Montessori programs. 

The tone of the meeting 

was very positive and 

several issues were 

discussed and many 

questions were raised. 

The next meeting is being 

scheduled and more 

Montessori directors will 

be able to participate to 

learn the answers to some 

of those questions and 

other and provide more 

input on the professional 

development system. 

Keep an eye on the 

PNMA website for more 

information. 

http://www.wfis.org/
http://www.wfis.org/
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Calling together our 
"Montessori Communities 
of Practice"! 

PNMA wants your voice as 
we speak for Montessori 
standards and practices. 
Advocacy is local so we 
each need to bring our 
practice to the 
conversation. 

Join us on March 8; 8:00-
4:00 at Geiger Montessori 
school in Tacoma for our 
winter forum.   

This event brings Jackie 
Cossentino from the 
National Center for 
Montessori in the Public 

PNMA Winter Forum - Communities of Practice 

 

AMS and the Association 

Montessori Internationale/ 

USA are working to unify 

the voice of Montessori 

policy and advocacy. 

Initiatives include the 

organizing of state 

coalitions for addressing 

policy issues that might 

impact Montessori 

schools.  

With the help of a public 

policy manager engaged 

by AMS and AMI/USA, 

pilot coalitions have been 

underway in Connecticut, 

Colorado, Georgia, 

Maryland, Minnesota, and 

Texas with more to come.  

AMS and AMI/USA – State Coalitions 

 

If education is always to 
be conceived along the 
same antiquated lines 
of a mere transmission 
of knowledge, there is 
little to be hoped from it 
in the bettering of man's 
future. For what is the 
use of transmitting 
knowledge if the 
individual's total 
development lags 
behind? 
 

Dr. Maria Montessori  
 

 

Has your school 
been counted in 

the census? 
 

At last count – 
only 41 of more 

than 300 
Washington 

schools had been 
counted.  

 

Be counted 
today! 

  

Sector to present on two 
topics: 
 

 Cultivating a 
Community of Practice  

 Following all children: 
Early Intervention and 
Montessori 

Breakout sessions: Each 
community of Montessori 
practice has clear issues 
and shared platforms of 
expectations to meet.   
 
We are assembling our 
resources from the 
connections our 
Montessori leaders are 
making in agencies and 
networks. These will be 

highlighted in our breakout 
sessions, giving you a 
chance to know about and 
influence the work going 
on right now.  
 
REGISTER NOW! 
 

 PNMA member fee - $50 

 Public fee - $80 
 
Consider membership to 
save on this event and the 
May Sharing Fair! 
 

 

The national coalition is 

working with these 

established and other 

newly created Montessori 

state coalitions across the 

country to help advocate 

and protect Montessori as 

states begin to implement 

new early learning policies 

such as QRISs and 

potential universal pre-K 

programs. 

PNMA is starting a 
Washington state 
coalition. We are very 
excited for the opportunity 
to partner with AMI/AMS 
in providing a united front 
at a national level. It WILL 
make a difference. 

PNMA needs your help to 
make this happen. If you 
are excited about the 
opportunity to be a part of 
a committee to establish a 
WA State Montessori 
Coalition, we need you.  

Please contact PNMA if 

you are interested in 

participating.  We need 

representatives from both 

AMS and AMI schools.  

Come help us make a 

difference. 

http://www.public-montessori.org/
http://www.public-montessori.org/
http://www.public-montessori.org/
montessoricensus.org
montessoricensus.org
http://pnma.org/events?eventId=819512&EventViewMode=EventDetails
http://pnma.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1196001
http://www.pnma.org
mailto:info@pnma.org
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Early Achievers is the 

Quality Rating Improve-

ment System (QRIS) for 

Washington State.  

However, it is not the only 

QRIS out there.  Several 

states have had QRISs for 

years and more are also 

seeking Race to the Top 

grants to fund their own. 

The issues that 

MontessoriForward.org 

 

Join PNMA! 

PNMA is a professional 

membership organization. 

Membership provides you 

with a number of benefits 

including: 

 Discounted rates on 

professional 

development 

 A connection to the 

latest work being 

done on behalf of the 

Montessori 

community both 

locally and nationally 

 A professional 

community that 

provides support for 

offering a quality 

Montessori program 

 Access to the job 

listings on pnma.org 

 School membership 

includes a listing on 

the PNMA map of 

member schools, a 

tool for families that 

are looking for a 

Montessori education. 

Call to Action! 

 

Montessori 

Organizations 

Pacific Northwest  
Montessori Association 

pnma.org 
 

Washington Federation of 
Independent Schools 

wfis.org 
 

American Montessori Society 
amshq.org 

 
Association Montessori 

Internationale 
ami.org 

 
Montessori Forward 

Montessoriforward.org 

Montessori schools are 

facing, particularly those 

connected with the 

CLASS and ECERS rating 

systems and the 

recognition of Montessori 

credentials, are shared 

across the nation. 

MontessoriForward.org 

sponsored by the 

American Montessori 

  

Society’s Policy 

Committee is the clearing 

house to ask questions, 

seek resources, share 

stories of challenges and 

successes, and 

strengthen the voice of 

Montessori in the early 

childhood education 

movement. 

Check it out!  

Membership information 

can be found on the 

PNMA website – 

pnma.org. 

Join WFIS! 

WFIS is the lobbying 

organization for private 

independent schools in 

Washington State. 

Membership adds your 

voice to the issues that 

affect Montessori schools 

in the state legislature. 

WFIS also works with 

PNMA, DEL, NWAIS, and 

other organizations that 

have a stake in the issues 

that affect us all. Benefits 

include: 

 Adding your voice to 

the interests of both 

early childhood and 

school-age 

Montessori programs 

across the state. 

 Representation on the 

WFIS Board. We have 

one representative 

currently. An 

additional 1200 

students represented 

by member schools 

would give us a 

second 

representative. 

 WFIS makes 

appointments to a 

number of state 

education boards, 

increasing the power 

of our voice. 

Be a Political Activist! 

You don’t need to be a 

lobbyist to make a 

difference in Olympia. 

Simply invite a state 

Senator or Representative 

to visit your school! You 

don’t need to worry about 

presenting an issue, 

asking for action, or 

anything but showing 

them what Montessori 

education looks like. 

Come to the PNMA Winter 

Forum to find out more or 

contact Charis Sharp, 

WFIS Montessori Board 

Member. 

 

 

 

 

 

 newsletter and should be 

montessoriforward.org
http://www.pnma.org/
http://www.montessoriforward.org/
http://www.wfis.org/
mailto:www.misscharis@cedarrivermontessori.org

