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Early Learning Summary: 
Early learning legislation is focused on creating and implementing accessible, high-quality 
education for 4 and 5 year olds.  The Department of Early Learning (DEL) also has plans to develop 
the Washington State Birth to 3 Plan. Here are the Bills that could shape the new public 
preschool/childcares. 
  

 House Bill 2448-establishes public, state run preschool for 4 and 5 year olds   
In this bill, there are education requirements for teachers, a data- collection requirement, and an 
exclusion of faith-based programs that have an “influence” of religion 

 Senate Bill 5715-requires adoption of core competencies for early care professions   
 House Bill 2569-establishes a voluntary accreditation system for preschools (QRIS) 
 Senate Bill 5427- passed last year to establish a Kindergarten assessment 
 House Bill 2586-phases-in statewide implementation of the Washington kindergarten 

inventory of developing skills 
 HB 2199-changes the compulsory age to attend school from 8 to 6 

  

DEL believes that offering early learning programs to low-income families will help close the 
opportunity gap and keep more children in school in high-school. Brain research, private 
investment from organizations like Thrive by Five, and Unions’ interests are helping to drive the 
intensity of this commitment.  
 

Currently, the majority of childcare/preschools are private. The state is hoping that the established 
infrastructure of private childcare will support state programs and integrate public preschool into 
communities.   The plan is for the State to take over private preschools/childcares that sign up to 
participate.  
 

WFIS Position on Early Learning Plan: 
WFIS supports the intention of HB 2448:  more high-quality preschool options for families. 
However, WFIS is concerned that the state-run accreditation system (QRIS) and the outcome- 
focused programs underemphasize the importance of child-focused, community based and faith-
based schools and threaten the pluralism in school choice that we value.   
 
Parents’ rights to choose a school that matches their cultural and religious beliefs is also being 
threatened.   

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=2448
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5715
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year+2011&bell+2569
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5427
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=2586
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinto/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=2199


 
Forming new Education Governance 
The following Bills relate to changing the structure of the State Education Agencies. None of these 
Bills have left their committees.  There is some concern, though, that they will be pushed through by 
the Governor at the last moment.  This concerns WFIS because currently we have a strong voice in 
the system.  With the change we would have to reestablish ourselves. 
 

 HB 1973 outlines the Governor’s plan to combine the governmental education agencies and 
create one Education Council. This Council would run Early Education through Higher 
Education. (P-20). It would abolish agencies including OSPI and the State Board of Education  

 HB 1973, SB 5639, SSB 5639- Abolishes the State Board  
 HB 1973, SB 5639- creates P-20 education council  
 HB 1849- Establishes the Washington State Education Council 

 
 

K-12 Summary 
These are Bills that change public K-12 in a variety of ways. 
 

 HB2428-Authorizes the establishment of charter schools— 
 Good chance this legislation is dead 

 SB 5269- Increases rates paid to child care centers  
 HB 2165- Incorporates evaluation systems for teachers and principals  

  

 SB 6203-Implements revised teacher and principal evaluation systems 
 SB 5895-Establishes revised evaluative criteria and a four-level rating system for all 

certificated classroom teachers 
 

WIAA Legislation 
 SB 63830-Regarding WIAA penalties. The amendment passed by voice vote in the Senate on 

February 11, 2012, modifies a provision in the substitute bill to provide that a penalty may 
be imposed on a student or students when, as a result of a rules violation, the student or 
students gained a significant competitive advantage or materially disadvantaged another 
student. Removal of a team from postseason competition must be the last option taken.     

 

Accreditation Update 
AdvancED came out with a new accreditation system for preschool/childcares. See attached article 
for more information. 
 
Please contact me if you have information or comments: shanson@wfis.org. 
 
After the first week in March, the Regular Session should be over.  Another Update will be sent at 
that time. 
 
  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=1973
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=1973
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5639
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5639
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=1973
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5639
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=1849
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2012&bill=2428
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=5269
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=2165
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=6203
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=5895andyear=2011
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?year=2011&bill=6383
mailto:shanson@wfis.org

